
Part 61 FARs

Welcome to the

                          Network



Today’s Bootcamp+ Network Programming

What’s on for Today?

Power Hour – 1st Hour – Wings Credit

Moderated Open Mic – 2nd Hour

Flight Training the Way I See It!



Part 61 FARs
Regulations and Endorsements



What it Takes to Become a 
Private Pilot

Getting to the finish line – Saving money/being efficient



What it takes to become a Private Pilot

What’s the Use Case?

What are you going to do with it?



What it takes to become a Private Pilot

Career or Fun?

Career – Financing – Not Easy

Two or 4 Year College – Student Loans



What it takes to become a Private Pilot

Career or Fun?

Career – Private, Instrument, Comm

CFI, CFII

Multi Engine Rating



What it takes to become a Private Pilot

Career or Fun?

Fun – Private, Instrument

Single-Engine Piston Airplanes



What it takes to become a Private Pilot

Career or Fun?

Fun – Larger or Faster

Commercial, Type Rating, Insurance

Flight Safety/Simcom every 6 months



What it takes to become a Private Pilot

Career or Fun?

Fun – Larger or Faster

Over 500 hours

Mentoring



What it takes to become a Private Pilot

Three Strategies

Flight School/Club

College/University

Buy an Airplane



What it takes to become a Private Pilot

Flight School/Club

Quality varies greatly
I want the lowest rate CFI – 
No you don’t
Club CFIs – May not be up to date



What it takes to become a Private Pilot

Flight School/Club

Clubs will offer the lowest rates

Selection may be low



What it takes to become a Private Pilot

Flight School/Club

Flight Schools – Young and Old CFIs

Time building vs Second Career



What it takes to become a Private Pilot

College/University

College/University

Structured program with Financing

Expensive and time consuming



What it takes to become a Private Pilot

Buy a Plane

Low performance - low cost

Finding a flight instructor

Fixed costs



What it takes to become a Private Pilot

Buy a Plane

Low performance - low cost

Finding a flight instructor

Fixed costs



What it takes to become a Private Pilot

Medicals and BasicMed

3rd Class  - 60 mos<40, 24 mos>40

Possible BasicMed – 4 Years



What it takes to become a Private Pilot

Limited experience – Upgrade later approach

Non towered airport – Not busy

Cheapest airplane

Mid range CFI



What it takes to become a Private Pilot

Completely Functional

Busy airport or one nearby

Variety of airplanes

Experienced CFI



What it takes to become a Private Pilot

FAR Part 61 – Subpart E – Private Pilots

At least 17 years old

Read, Speak, Write, Understand English

Knowledge Test and Practical Test



What it takes to become a Private Pilot

Aeronautical Knowledge

61.105

Lots to master – Ground School?  Online?

Around 100 hours total



What it takes to become a Private Pilot

Flight Proficiency

61.107

Flight and Ground Training

Selected broad topic maneuvers etc.



What it takes to become a Private Pilot

Aeronautical Experience

61.109

40 hours (Rarely Possible) – Avg 72 Hrs.



What it takes to become a Private Pilot

Aeronautical Experience

20 hours flight training that includes:
3 hours XC training
3 hours in preparation for the practical test within 
2 calendar months



What it takes to become a Private Pilot

Aeronautical Experience

3 hours Night Training:

One XC of over 100 nm

10 takeoffs and landings



What it takes to become a Private Pilot

Aeronautical Experience

3 hours maneuvering by sole reference to the 
flight instruments



What it takes to become a Private Pilot

Aeronautical Experience

10 hours solo that includes:

5 hours Cross-Country that includes:



What it takes to become a Private Pilot

Aeronautical Experience

1 XC flight of at least 150nm, landing at three 
points, one leg >50 between takeoff and 
landing



What it takes to become a Private Pilot

Aeronautical Experience

3 takeoffs and landings at an airport with an 
operating control tower



What it takes to become a Private Pilot

What’s it cost?

Variable – Average $ 14,000 Private

Career, through CFI - $85,000.



What it takes to become a Private Pilot

What’s it cost?

A lower rate CFI doesn’t save you!



What it takes to become a Private Pilot

What’s it cost?

Takes longer to finish – CFI+Airplane for the 
longer time quickly eats up the savings



What it takes to become a Private Pilot

What are the variables that make the biggest impact?

Lessons per week – 3-5 ideal

Reliable airplanes – More than one

CFI – All over the place



What it takes to become a Private Pilot

What are the variables that make the biggest impact?

Weather in your training area
Pattern density
Weekend/Before-After work – Most expensive



What it takes to become a Private Pilot

What are the variables that make the biggest impact?

Getting Milked:

Flights turned into XC flights

Flying when conditions are beyond normal



What it takes to become a Private Pilot

What are the variables that make the biggest impact?

Salvaged flights – 
We’ll do something else
Ground/Sim when it doesn’t help
No preflight/postflight briefings



What it takes to become a Private Pilot

What are the variables that make the biggest impact?

No syllabus

Not coming to the lesson prepared

Instructor availability



What it takes to become a Private Pilot

What are the variables that make the biggest impact?

Airplane availability

Running out of time/money/patience



What it takes to become a Private Pilot

What are the steps in the flight training side?

Four fundamentals – 3 hours

Slow flight and stalls – 4 to 5 hours

Ground reference maneuvers – 3-4 hours



What it takes to become a Private Pilot

What are the steps in the flight training side?

Basic emergency procedures – 3 hours
Takeoffs, landings and go arounds – 10-15 hours
First Solo – 1 hour



What it takes to become a Private Pilot

What are the steps in the flight training side?

Proficiency flights – 2 -3 hours

Solo practice – 3 hours



What it takes to become a Private Pilot

What are the steps in the flight training side?

Navigation and XC – 5 to 10 hours

Basic Instrument maneuvers – 3 hours

Night XC – 3 to 4 hours



What it takes to become a Private Pilot

What are the steps in the flight training side?

Steep turns – turning stalls – 2 hours

Solo XC #1 – 2.5 hours

Solo XC #2 – 4 hours



What it takes to become a Private Pilot

What are the steps in the flight training side?

Preparation for the checkride – 3 hours

Stage Check with another CFI – 3 hours



What it takes to become a Private Pilot

Knowledge Test

Aeronautical Knowledge 

Minimum 70%

Good for Two Calendar Years 



What it takes to become a Private Pilot

Testing Standards – Private Pilot ACS

Aeronautical Knowledge

Risk Management

Skills



What it takes to become a Private Pilot

Checkride

Performed by a DPE typically

Pass/Stop/Fail

Oral and flight exam – Total 5 hours



What it takes to become a Private Pilot

Checkride

2-3 hour oral exam

2 hour in flight test



What it takes to become a Private Pilot

How am I ever going to learn this stuff?

https://www.cfibootcamp.com/product-page/endorsements-and-scenarios
https://www.cfibootcamp.com/product-page/endorsements-and-scenarios
https://www.cfibootcamp.com/product-page/endorsements-and-scenarios
https://www.cfibootcamp.com/product-page/endorsements-and-scenarios


What it takes to become a Private Pilot

Now you can test yourself and find your errors!

https://www.cfibootcamp.com/product-page/endorsements-and-scenarios
https://www.cfibootcamp.com/product-page/endorsements-and-scenarios
https://www.cfibootcamp.com/product-page/endorsements-and-scenarios
https://www.cfibootcamp.com/product-page/endorsements-and-scenarios


What it takes to become a Private Pilot

Online course – 7-day Immersion Class – Digital Products
A screenshot of a website

AI-generated content may be incorrect.

http://cfibootcamp.com/


What it takes to become a Private Pilot

Redbird Releases the “State of Flight Training” Survey



Special Announcement!

Congratulation to Ana – SAFE/CFI Bootcamp Scholarship Winner!



Special Announcement!

Congratulation to Ana – SAFE/CFI Bootcamp Scholarship Winner!



Special Announcement!

Reminders!

Flight Educators - Wikipedia

CFI Candidate Study Group CFI Study Group

Join SAFE and the Facebook CFI Study Group by Clicking on the Images Above

http://safepilots.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/cfistudygroup/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/cfistudygroup/
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