
Part 61 FARs
A Review of Orders for DPEs



Why do I want to Know 
about this?:



Know what the DPE must do 
and prepare your student 

appropriately



We can stop this easily

25% of Practical Tests Never 
Start due to missing items/not 

qualified



The DPE should verify 
everything in enough time to fix 

it



The CFI should be 
present/available at the time of 

the practical test



Endorsements and Scenarios 
and Ultimate Guide to 

Endorsements Books from CFI 
Bootcamp



Orders and National Policy

Two FAA orders address DPEs

8900.95C – Designee Management Policy



Orders and National Policy

Two FAA orders address DPEs

8900.2C – General Aviation Airman Designee Handbook



Orders and National Policy

Two FAA orders address DPEs

8900.95C – Selection/Oversight and DMS of DPEs



Orders and National Policy

Two FAA orders address DPEs

8900.2C – Functional – “How To” qualify applicants



How CFIs and Applicants Can Use the Orders

Qualify your applicant with the 8900.2

Specifies what the DPE must validate

Includes required endorsements that must be verified



How CFIs and Applicants Can Use the Orders

Qualify your applicant with the 8900.2

Specifies Medicals/BasicMed and No Medical Test 
Requirements



How CFIs and Applicants Can Use the Orders

Flight Instructor Practical Test – Reinstatement or ROE tests

No medical or BasicMed is required

Applicant can’t be the PIC



How CFIs and Applicants Can Use the Orders

Flight Instructor Practical Test – Reinstatement or ROE tests

61.23(b)(7) – Medical Certificates – No medical for CFIs

Suprise!



How CFIs and Applicants Can Use the Orders

Flight Instructor Practical Test – Reinstatement or ROE tests

61.39(a)(4) – Prerequisites for practical tests – Hold a third-
class medical if it is requried



How CFIs and Applicants Can Use the Orders

Flight Instructor Practical Test – Reinstatement or ROE tests

It’s not – 61.23(b)(7)



How CFIs and Applicants Can Use the Orders

Flight Instructor Practical Test – Reinstatement or ROE tests

It’s not – 61.23(b)(7)



How CFIs and Applicants Can Use the Orders

Flight Instructor Practical Test – Reinstatement or ROE tests

What about – 61.47(b) – Status of the examiner during a 
practical test?



How CFIs and Applicants Can Use the Orders

Flight Instructor Practical Test – Reinstatement or ROE tests

61.47(b)(1) – Allows the DPE to be the PIC with prior 
arrangement with the applicant



How CFIs and Applicants Can Use the Orders

Flight Instructor Practical Test – Reinstatement or ROE tests

8900.2C – Section 7-20 – Allows the DPE to be PIC but “Strongly 
discourages it"



How CFIs and Applicants Can Use the Orders

Flight Instructor Practical Test – Reinstatement or ROE tests

8900.2C – Section 15



How CFIs and Applicants Can Use the Orders

Flight Instructor Practical Test – Reinstatement or ROE tests

Figure 7-10 is the Examiners Checklist – Three Possible 
Outcomes and…



How CFIs and Applicants Can Use the Orders

Flight Instructor Practical Test – Reinstatement or ROE tests

“The Test Has Begun”



How CFIs and Applicants Can Use the Orders

Discontinuances and Disapprovals

60 days and 60 calendar days from the Original Application 
Date are the words used in the Order



How CFIs and Applicants Can Use the Orders

Discontinuances and Disapprovals



How CFIs and Applicants Can Use the Orders

Discontinuances and Disapprovals

FAR 61.43(f)(1) and (2) – uses the words 60 day period
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