
DIGGING INTO THE NEW REGULATION REGARDING QUALIFICATIONS TO TEACH “FIRST-
TIME” CFI APPLICANTS - MOST OF US MISSED SOMETHING HERE.
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On December 1, 2024, the FARs relating to qualifications to train “first-time” instructor applicants took effect.  
The FAR is 61.195(h.)  Many CFIs and flight schools are not applying this new rule change correctly.

The error is in reading the different qualifications required for giving the Ground Instruction and the Flight 
Instruction.  They are not the same, and that is where the problem occurs.  CFIs and flight schools are begin-
ning to allow CFIs that have recommended at least 5 applicants for a practical test and at least 80% of those 
passed on the first attempt.  This is partially true.  It is true that this CFI can do the flight training for “first-
time” CFI applicants, but not the Ground Instruction.

The FAA defines Ground Training and Flight Training in 61.1.  When you read the regulation for the qualifi-
cations to train “first-time” CFI applicants, the regulation is clear that there are two different qualifications 
required.

For giving the Ground Training for “first-time” CFI applicants, an instructor needs to have done one of the 
following:

Hold an Advanced Ground Instructor (AGI) Certificate or Flight Instructor Certificate for at least 2 calendar 
years, and have given at least 40 hours of ground instruction.

Or

Have taught at least 100 hours of ground instruction in an FAA-approved course (141, or 142.)  This method 
of meeting the qualification doesn’t require the person to have held the certificate for any length of time.

So, be sure that you meet the above when giving ground instruction to a “first-time” CFI applicant.
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COMING SOON - A COMPLETE ACS COURSE WHEN YOU ARE ON THE GO! - ALL OF THE ACS’S 
FOI, TECHNICAL SUBJECT AREAS, AND PREFLIGHT PREPARATION ARE IN VIDEO AND 
AUDIO FORMATS.

We are working hard to complete an audio and video narration of what needs to be understood under each 
knowledge section (for single-engine land) in the airman certification standards.  (ACS).
We have audio and video that can be listened to in your car, at the gym, or other places where you cannot watch 
a video.  The video is there if you want to see it but the course is designed to be an audio presentation.  Each 
task of all of the areas of operation of the Fundamentals of Instructing, Technical Subject Areas, and Preflight 
Preparation has audio and video that goes through each point in the ACS’s Knowledge, Risk Management, and 
Skills areas.  In addition, there is a PDF of relevant images and mnemonics, when appropriate, and a 10-question 
quiz.  This can be viewed during the presentation or afterward to reinforce what was heard.

This is perfect when driving to or from the airport, in particular before or after a lesson on the same material.  You 
are sure to learn a lot from these recordings and PDFs.

This project was started on December 15th and is expected to be completed in Late January 2025.  It will be of-
fered at a discount to our newsletter and Power Hour subscribers.  The January 2025 newsletter should contain 
either an update, if the project is running late, or a way to get it at a reduced price.
 

FAA DELAYS NEW MEDICAL DENIAL RULE FOR AT LEAST TWO MONTHS

The FAA has delayed a new policy that was to go into effect on Jan 1, 2025, which has to do with medical appli-
cations.

The new policy would “Deny” instead of “Defer” any medical application with incomplete information on it.

AOPA and other groups strongly disagreed with this new policy change and cited that the FAA may have not 
considered the ramifications of a denial vs deferral to using BasicMed and some employment screening checks.

If the medical is denied, a pilot cannot use BasicMed as a substitute.  During an employment screening check, 
the denied medical would be discovered and many companies would not know that it was due to an error on the 
application and not an actual medical deficiency.

AOPA and other groups are actively working with the FAA to construct a different policy that doesn’t have the 
same ramifications.

More will come as we get more information.
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FSANA CONFERENCE IS ONE OF THE FIRST FLIGHT TRAINING CONFERENCES IN 2025 - 
ORLANDO, FL

Effective December 1, 2024, CFI certificates won’t be issued with an expiration date.  They are changing the old 
“Renewal” process to be a Recency of Experience requirement.  To exercise your CFI privileges, you’ll need to 
complete the Recency of Experience requirement before 24 calendar months elapse from when you either did it 
last or your expiration date on your current CFI certificate.  The methods to meet the recency of experience are 
as follows:

1. Recommend at least five applicants for a practical test with a first-time pass rate of at least 80%.
2. Complete a phase of the Wings program yourself and provide 15 hours of instruction for at least 5 Wings    
_______ Pilots seeking Wings Phase completion.
3. Complete a military instructor competence test.
4. Complete a Flight Instructor Refresher Course (FIRC.)
5. Pass a practical test instead of meeting the recency of experience requirements.
6. Pass a practical test for an additional flight instructor rating.

These require you to create an IACRA application.

Most of these require a certifying official to sign your IACRA application. This will reset your recency of experi-
ence requirements for 24 calendar months.

For those with expiration dates on their current CFI certificate, you’ll need to meet one of the recency of experi-
ence requirements before your certificate expires.

If you don’t have your recency of experience requirements met after the 24 calendar month period, you have  
three calendar months to reinstate.  The reinstatement requirements are: 

1. Complete a FIRC.
2. Pass a reinstatement practical test.
3. Pass a practical test for an additional flight instructor rating.

After the 24 calendar month recency of experience passes, you can only exercise the privileges of your instruc-
tor certificate once reinstatement is accomplished as indicated above.

Endorsing is nearly the same as it has been.
If you have an expiration date on your current CFI certificate, continue to use this format:

Date/Signature/CFI certificate number/Expiration Date

If you have a CFI certificate without an expiration date, then use this format:
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THE POWER HOUR IS OVER FOUR YEARS OLD, WITH 215 EPISODES.
In case you don’t know, CFI Bootcamp does a live one-hour lesson on Saturday from noon to one Eastern 
time. Topics vary from deep dives on specific maneuvers, the art of visually flying, ForeFlight features you 
probably didn’t know, How to use a Syllabus and lesson plan together, and more. The Power Hour is free 
when it’s live. 

Click here to get the login details. 

You get a reminder mid-week, an hour before the show and when it starts, so you won’t miss it.

FLIGHT TRAINING THE WAY I SEE IT | PODCAST

“Flight Training the way I see it” is a monthly podcast covering news, tips and opinion.  Previous episodes are 
available on Spotify, Apple podcast and anywhere you typically go to hear one.  You can click on the audio 
player below to listen to the latest episode. 

Listen Now.
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PROTIPS:

1. ForeFlight Performance Plus for Teaching.
If you haven’t yet upgraded to the Performance Plus ForeFlight subscription and you are a flight in-
structor, you should.  Teaching from ForeFlight is something we show you how to do at CFI Bootcamp.  
Without the Performance Plus Subscription, you don’t have 3-D view and 3-D routes; you don’t have 
animations of the wind, the surface analysis chart for the world, Cloud tops/bases, Icing and Turbu-
lence in Profile view, and more.  These features really add interest to your learners and provide a way 
to quickly assess risk using the profile view to help teach risk management.  Profile view also shows 
airspace and terrain along with cloud tops and bases making teaching airspace, cross-country plan-
ning, and risk management.  3D routes allow you to fly the intended route at up to 20X speed.  You 
can also use 3D view of an airport, turn on Traffic, and see ADS-B traffic around an airport, allowing 
you to make a decision about pattern work, airwork, and so on.  If you join SAFE, Safepilots.org for 
$55, you get off of the subscription.

2. Projecting to a SmartTV
If you are still using a whiteboard and books, you might want to spice up the learner’s experience.  
Projecting your iPad to a smart TV is easy.  Many flight schools are installing smart TVs to allow for 
this.  Here are the step-by-step instructions to do it:

a. Make sure that your iPad and the SmartTV are on the same Wifi.  On the iPad, you can go to 
settings and then Wi-Fi to see what your device is connected to.  You can change it to match 
the SmartTV.

b. Swipe down from the top right of your iPad.  That will open up your control panel.
c. Find the icon that looks like two monitors and press it.
d. Find your SmartTV name and select it.  
e. Your iPad screen will now be displayed, “mirrored,” on the SmartTV
f. If you don’t see your SmartTV name, use the TV remote to change the Wifi to the same as the 

one your iPad is connected to. 

3. How to set up and run a PowerPoint presentation on Zoom.
To properly show a PowerPoint presentation while using Zoom do the following:

a. Load your presentation and select “Slideshow” on the ribbon or on the menu.
b. Select the “Set up Slide Show” option.
c. Choose “Browsed by an Individual (Window).
d. Choose “Play from Start”
e. On your Zoom controls press “Share”.
f. Locate your presentation on the Zoom box that opens and select it.
g. Press share on the Zoom box.
h. Verify that there is a green box around your presentation; this is what will be shared.  If not go 

back to Share on Zoom and select your presentation.
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CFI Bootcamp Program Calendar

Register
Now.

Register
Now.
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